St Paul Partners August 2009

St. Paul Lutheran Church-Startown The Rev. Chris Christopher, Pastor
www.stpaulstartown.org church office: 828-464-3853

Mission Statement
We the people of St. Paul are called and empowered by God-
To Witness through Christ; To Welcome everyone through the Holy Spirit:
To Worship with joy; and
To Work with God to meet the needs of our community.

This month’s newsletter is sponsored by Glenna Fox in honor of all of our
dedicated Sunday School Teachers

Four Big August Events!

Saturday, August 1t Family Fun Night at the Mission Campus — 7pm
Starting at 7pm, bring your own hot dogs and hamburgers, and
we'll supply the rest. Charcoal, buns, and all the fixin's. Games start
at 7:30, and the movie, “Because Winn-Dixie" at Dusk. Free Soda and
Popcorn for the movie. Bring your lawn chairs for maximum comfort.

Sunday, August 2nd Promotion Sunday for Sunday School - 9:30am
We begin the new Sunday School year with Promotion Sunday for
the children, and begin a fantastic, new curriculum — AKALOO!
Learning Committee has been working with AKALOO for the last
few months preparing for this Sunday, and our children are in for
a great year of Bible learning, faith development, and fun.

Sunday August 16t Summer Blast at the Mission Campus — 5pm
Join in the fellowship, and have a blast in doing so. We will have a
light dinner and homemade ice cream and desserts, fun, games,
and more, so plan on joining your friends, those you already know,
and those you will meet at the Summer Blast. Hosted by the WELCA —
Women of the ELCAI

Thursday, August 20t The Old Soldiers’ Reunion - all day
Visit our booth at the Old Soldiers Reunion Celebration and bring your
friends by to see who we are! We'll have cold water, bumper stickers,
pamphlets, and a great display telling others who we are. We will also
have a float in the parade!




Book of Faith Activities for August 2009

Date Title Bible Passages Weekly Reading
8/2  lsrael’s First King 1 Samuel 8:4-9, 10:17-24 1 Samuel 8-10
8/9 David & Goliath 1 Samuel 17:19-51 1 Samuel 16-18
8/16 David & Bathsheba 2 Samuel 11:1-17 2 Samuel 11-12
8/23 Shadrack, Meshack, & Ab. Daniel 3:13-30 Daniel 1-3

8/30 Daniel in the Lion's Den Daniel 6:5-28 Daniel 4-6

True or False

1.___When Israel chose a king, they rejected God. (1 Samuel 8)

2. __ lsrael wanted a beautiful man to be king. (1 Samuel 9)

3. ___Goliath shamed Israel’s army every morning. (1 Samuel 17)

4. __Bathsheba was the prize David won in a duel. (2 Samuel 11)

5. ___The Lord was pleased with David’s marriage to Bathsheba. (2 Samuel 12)

6. ___Daniel interprets the Babylonian King's dream and God identifies the
coming Persian, Greek and Roman Empires. (Daniel 2)

7.__The King saw 6 men in the fiery furnace. (Daniel 3)

8. ___Danielis also a prophet for the Persians. (Daniel 6)

King David - David, the 2nd king of Israel, ruled from about 1010 to 970 B.C. He
was a military hero, but also was remembered as a musician and poet. The
temple was not built until the reign of David's son, Solomon, but David is given
credit for making the preparations for music to be played and psalms to be sung
as part of worship in the temple. David may have written some of the psalms,
but many were written after David's time. The psalms that contain David's name
in their title probably were collected in memory of David. The titles of Psalm 3
and twelve other psalms mention events in David's life.

God promised David that his family would rule forever. A long line of his family
members did rule until 586 B.C., when Jerusalem was destroyed and the people
of Judah were taken into exile. At that time it seemed to the Israelites that God's
promise to David had been broken. Even so, the hope for a good ruler like David
did not disappear. Many years later, Jesus' followers would view him as a king in
David's family line. Jesus was given the same titles used for King David and the
kings that followed him. One of those titles was “chosen one.” Another title was
“Son of God.” As God's representative on earth, David and all of Israel's kings
were to use their authority to work for “*peace and justice” by defending “the
poor.” Compare this to the work Jesus said he had come to do. (The Learning
Bible)
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http://www.bibleresourcecenter.forministry.com/bible/search.cfm?book=PS&chapter=3&verse=&term=&version=CEV&oid=73F7D94B-F7B0-401E-85B47F63AC6D3802

MAKE IT SIMPLE

"Make It Simple" is the theme for our 2009 Fall Stewardship Program - focusing on
learning to live more simply and to be more generous. Stewardship is simply our
response to all that God has given to us.

Perhaps our current economic situation has already caused you to live
somewhat more simply. Perhaps you've had to do without some things to which
you've become accustomed. Perhaps it's been a good thing for your family to
step back from consumerism and focus on those things that hold far more value
- faith, family, friendship and a less hectic lifestyle.

As we begin our series of worship services and communications with you, please
consider what Christ said in Matthew 6:25-33. He told us not to worry about the
material things in life - God will provide for us just as he does the birds of the air
the flowers of the field. Also, read Philippians 4:11-13 to understand Christ's
perspective on what is truly enough in this life.

Begin thinking of ways you can further simplify your life - and be more generous
where it's needed with your time, talent and treasurers.

2009 FINANCIAL PROGRESS

The year is far from over, and summer is upon us - a time when income can fall
short while members are out of town. Please don't forget to either mail or drop
by your confributions as you head out on a well deserved vacation!



Leadership Ministry

Council Highlights — July 9, 2009
Motion approved to allow Boy Scouts to store a trailer and carport on church
property beside the storage building with both being titled in the name of St Paul

Approved Fall Blood Drive to be held on Saturday, November 21, 2009

Approved the “Reading the Bible in 90 days” program to be used by Junior High
to Adult Sunday School classes beginning Jan 3, 2010 through April 4, 2010.

Approved Homecoming service to be held on September 28, 2009 with Sunday
School classes at 2:00 am and church service at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary
followed by a covered dish meal in the Fellowship Hall

Motion approved to honor Pastor Glenn Yount at the Homecoming service

Approved Matthew Smith is adopted as our new seminarian making him the
recipient of the staff support line item in the budget of $500 per year.

Approved holding a three (3) week first communion class service for young
people and parents on Wednesday, Oct 7, 14 and 21 with First Communion
being held on October 25,

Approved beginning Confirmation classes for upcoming year on Sunday,
September 20, 1009 with first year students meeting during Sunday school and
second year students meeting on Sunday afternoons. Orientation meeting for
parents of first year students will be held Sunday, September 13, 2009 at which
time the covenant will be presented and explained.

Approved acceptance of new members on July 26, 2009: Richard and Wanda
Helton from Bethany Lutheran Church.

Check out our website for great pictures of this summer’s activities:
www.stpaulstartown.org



Treasurer’s Report - June 2009

June June
Budgeted Actual
INCOME
Contributions 26,149.83 $19,538.87
MAJOR ACCOUNT AREAS
EXPENSES
Benevolence 25,149.82 2,201.00
Pastoral Support 9,497.00 $9.112.09
Finance Ministry $129.17 $117.75
Support Ministry 8,764.76 8.085.42
Property Ministry 2,859.16 1,398.38
Learning Ministry 715.41 917.53
Worship Ministry 512.07 105.33
Witness Ministry 522.90 55.00
Communications 250.00 0.00
Welcome Ministry 166.66 0.00
Youth Ministry 400.02 -345.09
TOTAL EXPENSES 26,149.82  21,647.41
INCOME - EXPENSES -2,108.54
June 30 Checkbook bal: $13,764.60
July 24 checkbook bal: Under 2,000
GOOD SAMARITAN June 1, 2009 Balance
FUND Contributions

Paid out (Help given))

June 30, 2009 Balance
The month of June produced $2106.54 more expenses then income. July has had
many more expenses then most months which has placed us in a very bad cash
flow position. In the next two weeks we have more then $8000 in expenses.

YTD YTD
Budgeted Actual
$156,898.98 $130,677.41
15,256.02 13,206.00
56,922.00 $47,235.98
$775.02 $784.00
52,588.56 46,134.91
17,154.96 12,700.69
4,292.46 4,019.57
3,072.42 1,418.75
1,937.40 806.82
1,500.00 0.00
999.96 183.28
2,400.12 -1,943.67
156,898.92 124,546.33
6,131.08
$101.46
$710.00
$450.00
$361.46



Learning Ministry

Attention Parents!

Promotion for Sunday School is this Sunday, August 2. Children will be placed in
their classes according to their upcoming school grades. Look for the signs. We
look forward to seeing the children regularly. We appreciate all of the time and
talents of our Sunday School teachers as we begin our new curriculum and our
new Sunday School Year.

First Communion Classes Date Changes- If your
child or grandchild has not received instruction
in the practice of Holy Communion, we wiill
hold classes for parents and their children,
ages 3 and up, beginning Wednesday
September 30" and continuing on the next 2

Wednesdays in October, the 7' and 14th, will
We will celebrate their growth in faith with Holy work with their children
Communion on Sunday, October 18. The each week on that
course is designed to teach the parents, and particular part of the
they will teach their children this foundational course. Children’s Story
entry into their walk with the Lord. Each week Bibles will be presented to
we will host a dinner for the family and then those completing the
teach the next lesson to the parents. Parents course.

Confirmation Ministry 2009-10

This year's first year catechism students will receive instruction weekly during
Sunday School, September through May. This year's second year students will
meet each Sunday afternoon from 5-6:15pm. We will hold a Parent/Confirmand
Orientation Meeting on Sunday, September 13, following Homecoming Lunch.

Check out our website for great pictures of this summer’s activities:
www.stpaulstartown.org



Welcome Ministry
The Welcome Committee is chaired by Jane Bumgarner. Those on the
committee are: Rita Bass, Steve Bumgarner, Jeanette Coulter, Kristi Grimes, Judy
Hoke, Gloria Lentz, Laura Lutz, Glenda Shook, and Linda Sweet.

Vacation Bible School

The Welcome committee was very busy the week of Vacation Bible School,

June 21-25. Nightly an average of 100 meals were prepared and served. Each
night ended with washing pots and pans and prepping food the next night’s
meal. | would like to recognize those who helped with the meals - Rita Bass,
Steve Bumgarner, Jeanette Coulter, Judy Hoke, Gloria Lentz, Laura Lutz, Glenda
Shook, William Shook, Linda Sweet, with special help from Aundria Coulter. It was
great working with a group who work so hard while enjoying fellowship with each
other. Thank you ladies and guys!

Upcoming Events

The committee met July 21 to discuss plans for upcoming congregational
events..... Homecoming Sunday, Stewardship Breakfast, 250t Anniversary
Celebration... all to be held in the fall. We revised the Time and Talent sheet for
Welcome and finalized the Welcome budget request for 2010. Our next meeting
is planned for Tuesday, August 18" at 6:30pm.

August Senior Citizen Meeting - August 3- 1:30

This is a community wide organization and is sponsored and hosted by St. Paul
Lutheran. We meet in the Fellowship Hall, located in the back of the church
building, with parking in the rear parking lot. All Senior Citizens in the Startown
and Newton areas are welcome to participate in the programs and fellowship of
this group. We have many interesting and informative programs, and play Bingo
and other games frequently. Most meetings last 1 hour, and never more than 1
2 hours, unless we go on a trip. All meetings are on the first Monday of each
month. Come join us!

Check out our website for great pictures of this summer’s activities:
www.stpaulstartown.org



Women of the ELCA
(WELCA)

The Sunshine Circle

The Sunshine Circle will meet at 9:30, on August 10th, in the church fellowship
hall. We will go with the children's choir for a program at Abernethy Laurels then
back to the church for lunch.

CHRISTMAS FOR THE KIDS" (Sisters in Spirit Circle)

Your generosity continues to care for our neighbors, as you have given beyond
yourselves to our Group Home on Radio Road. God's love through your
response will be a daily reminder to these girls that they are not alone in the
world, and that God and God's people stand beside them. Your gifts of
personal hygiene and hair care products, school supplies and backpacks, arts
and crafts supplies, and gift cards and monetary gifts will help them to recognize
that things can change for the better, and they are invited into a better life.
Thank you St. Paul, for your generous heart!

Annual Summer Blast

Good Friends
Good Fellowship
Good Food
Good Ice Cream
Great God!

The whole co ngregation is invited to the Mission
Campus for the Annual Summer Blast on Sunday
@ 5pm, August 16 ™.

Check out our website for great pictures of this summer’s activities:
www.stpaulstartown.org
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Work of the people
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Witness Ministry -

Special Events and Communications
Keith Frye chairs the Special Events Sub-Committee of the Withess Committee
Frank Moxham chairs the Communications Sub-Committee.

Summer Garden Table

Share God’s abundance from your garden by contributing your from your
garden. Each Sunday, bring some of your fresh, home-grown vegetables and
share with the St. Paul Family. If you see something you like, take it home with
you. If you are able, leave a donation for what you take, and we will give that
to the Corner Table Soup Kitchen.

Family Movie Night

We will host a Family Fun Night at the Mission Campus on Saturday, August 15t
We will play games, provide charcoal for anyone who wants to grill out, and
watch the movie "Because of Winn Dixie"”, a heart-warming story about a young
girl and the dog that adopts her. Charcoal will be ready at 7om. Games will
begin at 7pm, and the movie at dusk. Bring your lawn chairs and your neighbors
for a fun evening.

Old Soldiers Parade

St. Paul will host a booth and a float in the Old Soldiers’ Reunion Parade on
August 20, If you would like to help man the booth or work on the float and the
outreach ministry for that day, please contact Pastor Chris or Keith Frye.

New Website — www.stpaulstartown.org

Our new website is up and running. Content is being added each week, so
please check it out. The address is the same as our old address:
www.stpaulstartown.org. We have pictures from Day Camp, the Senior Mission
Trip, and the Congregational Beach Retreat. Let us know what you think!

September Newsletter deadline

The deadline for newsletter articles or calendar information for the August
Newsletter is August 23, Email your copy to Pastor Chris and Cheryl for inclusion
in the newsletter. Please honor this deadline so the office staff and volunteers
can communicate the news in a complete and fimely manner.

Check out our website for great pictures of this summer’s activities:
www.stpaulstartown.org
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Worship Minisiry
The Worship Ministry is chaired by Karen Bowman. Members include: Kathy Frye,
Jan Mitchem, Sissy Moxham, Charlene Scott, Vivian Scott, Trish Scronce, Denise
Sigmon, Kathy Simmons, Matt Travis, and Nancy Walker.

The 50 Days of Prayer for the ELCA initiative begun in June will continue through
the closing of the National Assembly in Minneapolis on August 23, Remember to
pray for discernment and faithfulness to the Bible teachings discussed at this
church wide assembly.

Note: Special upcoming events:

August 30t — Pastor Chris will hold an acolyte training class for third graders and
older during the Sunday School hour.

September 13th - Homecoming will be celebrated with Sunday School at 9
o'clock and we will have only one worship service at 10 o'clock. Please stay for
food and fellowship at a covered dish dinner following the service. We
encourage all members to invite former members, family and friends of St. Paul
to this special Sunday. Pastor Glen Yount will honored at this service.

October 11th - St. Paul and our sister church, St. Paul Reformed Church, will hold
a 250t year celebration. The service will begin at the old Reformed Church
across the street and continue at St. Paul. There will be displays, entertainment
and a meal at the Pavilion. Save the date!l

An Evening Contemporary Service is being planned for the Fall under the Pavilion
at the Mission Campus. Watch the bulletin and newsletter for further information.

Don't let this be said about you!
A woman approached the minister after the sermon, and thanked him for his
message. "l found it so helpful," she said.
The minister replied: "l hope it will not prove as helpful as the last sermon you
heard me preach."
"Why, what do you mean?" asked the astonished woman.
"Well," said the minister, "that sermon lasted you three months."

Check out our website for great pictures of this summer’s activities:
www.stpaulstartown.org



Youth Ministry

The Youth Committee is chaired by Steve and Amy Morton. The members are: Marty
Coulter, Adam Fincannon, Robin Fincannon, Judy Herman, Chantae Lail, Amanda
McKinney, Michelle Potter, Christine Price, Trinity Price, Robin Rudisill, and Charity Stewart.
Next Youth Committee Meeting: August 30, 2009 4:00pm

ATTENTION: Looking for adult female chaperones to assist in the guidance of Sr.
Youth. If you are willing to volunteer in this wonderful youth ministry please
contact Steve or Amy Morton

Sr. Youth Schedule (Pastor Chris — advisor)

Date Activities Time Meeting Place
Saturday, 8/1 Family Fun Night 6:30 Mission Campus
Sunday, 8/2 Silly Game Night 6:30 Fellowship Hall
Sunday, 8/9 Bowling 6:30 Fellowship Hall
Sunday, 8/16 lce Cream Social 4:30 Mission Campus
Thursday, 8/20 Old Soldiers Reunion TBA Courthouse
Sunday, 8/23 The Summer in Review 6:30 Fellowship Hall
Sunday, 8/30 BTS Pool Party @ the Blackburn’s  5:00 Fellowship Hall

Senior Youth Mission Trip - The Senior Youth worked our annual Mission to
Rutherford County during the 3 week of July 09. We had 9 Youth and 2 Adults
to participate in home repairs and yard work for 3 elderly folks, and work a half
day at the Hospice Resale Store sorting and straightening donations, and a half
day at a rural soup kitchen cleaning and organizing their food pantry. We were
reunited with Miss Colleen, the lady we worked with on our first trip there, and
with Miss Tammy, the lady whose dad’s house we remodeled last year. The
work, the reunions, the week.... God is quite active with our Youth. Look for a full
report at the Homecoming Celebration this year.

Jr. Youth (grades 5-8) —Michelle Potter, advisor
Watch the bulletins for upcoming Jr. youth activities.

TILC —The Little Christians (grades 1-4)- Amy Morton, advisor

TLC (The Little Christian’s) All 15t graders thu 4" graders. Sunday, August 16, 2009
bowling at Pin Station. 3:00-4:30pm Bring $5 for shoe rental and a drink. Devotion
Topic: Everyone’s Unique. Parents please drop children off at Pin Station. See you
there.

Little Lambs (age 3 through Kindergarten)- Chantae Lail, advisor

Watch the bulletins for upcoming Little Lambs youth activities.
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Agape Day Camp!

We had 52 children from St. Paul and How great it is to hear our children
from the Startfown community for our singing and laughing, all the while
annual Agape Day Camp Ministry. growing in their faith.

The theme this year was “Love to
Serve”, based on the Bible verse
Mark 10: 45a, “For the Son of Man
came not to be served, but to
serve...”

| AT BLIET |
CLl 7L L
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Thanks to all of the volunteers who
helped make this a great week,
especially Bernadette Duncan and
Barbara Sloop who were there
everyday, all day, to watch over our

AI’TS, CI’OfTS, SOth, S|<ITS, STorieS, Ond Ch”dren Ond -I-he Counselors Gnd
everything else camp should be insuring a smooth, safe day.

invited our children into a deeper

relationship with the Lord and with Thanks to Julie Nestor who organized
each other. the Sunday Night Reception, and to

Junior Lutz who was the grill master
for our Thursday night cookout for
180 people. Thanks to all the
mothers and fathers who
volunteered during the week to help
with snacks, meals, and other
essentials to make this a wonderful
week.

God i s Goodée Al
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August 1sf
August 161
August 20t
Sept. 9th
Sept. 13h
Sept. 13h
Oct. 11t
Oct. 18t
Oct. 25t
Oct. 31
Nov. 1¢!
Nov. 7ih
Nov. 25t
Dec. 2nd
Dec. 5"

Put these dates on your calendar and check out the info on the pages listed.
Your participation makes our community of St. Paul stronger, supports the
differing ministries within our Startown community, and builds your circle of
faithful friends. For your own sake, plan on attending and enjoy the fellowship

Dates to Remember

Family Fun Night at the Mission Campus, p. 1 & 12
Summer Blast - Ice Cream Social, p. 1 & 8

Old Soldiers Reunion Parade, p.1 & 13

Mid-Week Children’s Ministries Resume
Homecoming at St. Paul, p. 13

Parent/Student Confirmation Orientation, p. 6
250" Anniversary Celebration with St. Paul’'s Reformed
First Communion Celebration, p. 6

Youth Sunday

Trunk-N-Treat

All Saints’ Day

Church Work Day

Community Thanksgiving Service

Mid-Week Advent Services begin

Living Nativity

that the Holy Spirit is calling you to be a part of.

The cross atop the Retreat Center
at Kure Beach

Check out our website for great pictures of this summer’s activities:
www.stpaulstartown.org

OThis is what a retreat is all abou t!6



God at Work, Changing Hearts
Ministry of Gratitude

Dear St. Paul Members,

Please accept my thanks on behalf of Palliative CareCenter & Hospice of
Catawba Valley for the most wonderful gift of $4,700.00. | would also like to
applaud the Fellowship Sunday School class for carrying out their idea for this
fundraiser.

| was pleased to be able to attend the Bar-B-Que event you held on June
27 to raise these funds. Therefore, | can speak from first-hand experience when |
say the food was terrific.

As much as the staff, volunteers and board of directors appreciate the
time and effort that went into planning and preparing for the dinner, | wish | had
the words to express to you what these dollars mean to patients and families in
need of our services. The reward of seeing the realization that they face no
monetary issues with our hospice services is beyond my attempts at description.
Just please know that your generosity makes marvelous things possible for many
in our community.

Again, thank you so very much for considering our organization worthy of
the honor of your support.

Sincerely,
Dave Clarke, Pres./CEO
Palliative CareCenter & Hospice of Catawba Valley

+ + +

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for all the support and love you have shown in the past few months. It
has meant a lot fo me. | can’t wait to share my Australia trip with you all.

Much Love, Hannah (Matton)

+ + +

Dear St. Paul Lutheran Church members, thank you all for helping my Dad,
Dewey Jones in his time of need. You all have been great! God bless you alll
Robbie Jones



Ministry of Gratitude

Dear members of St. Paul Lutheran/Startown,

Your support of The Corner Table ministry that feeds the many guests who
come to our table is a welcome blessing. Each time a gift is received, we realize
how much we depend on caring people like you. Thank you for your gift of
$669.57 last month.

During these uncertain fimes, our numbers of guests have increased, thus
the needs are also greater. We are always encouraged by the response of our
community. Our staff always strives to use your gifts wisely. God bless you and all
of the wonderful friends that assist us.

Debbie Leatherman
Manager, The Corner Table

+ + +

Dear friends, The Eastern Catawba Cooperative Christian Ministries (ECCCM)
greatly appreciates your donation for “Crisis Support” in the amount of $100 and
for the 1,535 pounds of food you collected during your Vacation Bible School
ministry this summer. ECCCM is grateful for your faithful support as we continue
to work toward better serving our families in need.

The growth of ECCCM continues as never before. Our requests for
emergency crisis assistance (help with rent, utilities, heating fuel, and pharmacy
needs) contfinue to be extremely high. As of May 31, 2009, we have provided
15,714 family crisis services, and 4,230 food assists. This averages providing 196
family services each day... Again, we very much appreciate your support.

Sincerely,
Rev. Tony Bunton
ECCCM Executive Director

+ + +
Thank you to the members of St. Paul Church/Startown from the North Carolina
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In grateful appreciation
for giving $29,336.04 for Mission Support beyond the congregation for synodical
and churchwide ministries of the ELCA in 2008. Sincerely,

Rev. Leonard Bolick Rev. Mark Hanson
Bishop, NC Synod Presiding Bishop, ELCA
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More Ministry Moments in July 2009

| }9‘.

Miss Dot and er new best friend — Ella
at the Kure Beach Retreat 2009

The Construction Cre with Tim, at
the Moss’s - Mission Trip 2009

The Girls enjoying each other at Kure
Beach — Congregational Retreat 2009

Small group at Day Camp 09

’
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