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Mission Statement 
We the people of St. Paul are called and empowered by God- 

To Witness through Christ; To Welcome everyone through the Holy Spirit: 
To Worship with joy; and To Work with God to meet the needs of our community.  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This month’s newsletter is sponsored by Richard and Wanda Helton. 
 
 

Lent 2010 at St. Paul 
 

Lenten Services 
Join your friends and neighbors at St. Paul as we gather each Wednesday 
night at 6pm for a simple supper of homemade soups, sandwiches, and 
desserts.  At 7pm, we gather in the sanctuary for worship as we sing a very 
quieting liturgy and explore the deeper meaning of the words translated as 
“faith” and ‘belief” from the Scriptures.  We have had a great turnout for 
Ash Wednesday and Week One.  Come and join us for great fellowship! 
 

Annual Canned Food Drive 
As we read through the Bible in 90 days, we find that one of the main 
messages of the prophets is that as God’s people, we are to care for the 
poor and needy.  Jesus takes that theme to its ultimate limit when He 
teaches us in Matthew 25, that as we “care for the least of these, we care 
for Him.”  Our goal is the same as last year, 2 tons of canned and dry foods.  
Let’s look deep into our faith and give thanks to the LORD for the good 
things in our lives, and then respond in gratitude to the ONE who provides 
everything we need!   
 

Council Plans for Discussion of Presentation 
On Sunday, March 7, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for our 4th 
Congregational Forum.  Here we will hear the Executive Committee 
summarize the main points of the 3 presenters, open the floor for discussion, 
and take a straw poll to begin to see where we stand in regards to the 
ELCA vote.  Please plan on being present.  Everyone’s  voice is important! 



Book of Faith Activities for February 2010 
 
Date  Title   Bible Passages  Weekly Reading* 
3/7  Micah  Micah 4: 1-5; 5:1-5  Micah 1-7 
3/14  Jesus, Son of God Luke 4: 1-13   Luke 3-8 
3/21               Way of the Cross Matthew 5&7  Matthew 4-8 
3/28  The Passion  Matthew 27   Matthew 26-27 
 
True or False 
__1.God desires justice, mercy, and humility, not sacrifice. (Micah 6: 6-8) 
__2.Jesus’ genealogy contains a prostitute and a foreigner in Matthew(1) 
__3.Jesus teaches to love your enemies, as God does. (Mt. 5: 43-48) 
 
   
Crucifixion was a common way to punish criminals and to publicly 
humiliate them in the ancient world. In Jesus' day, the Romans used 
crucifixion to put criminals to death. A person was tied with cords or nailed 
to a wooden cross that was shaped like a T or like a plus sign (+). Usually the 
worst criminals, slaves who had done wrong, and those who had led revolts 
were crucified. 
 
After a criminal was sentenced to die on the cross, he had to carry his cross 
to the place where he would die. Sometimes he carried only the 
crosspiece. Before being put on the cross he would be beaten and 
stripped of his clothes. Then he would be fastened on the cross with his 
arms stretched out. This painful position made it difficult for the condemned 
person to breathe, and eventually he would die from suffocation. 
Sometimes the victims lived for as long as a week before dying. 
 
Those who broke the major laws of Jewish society and religion were often 
put to death by stoning. A group of people would force the accused 
person to lie down and then push him off a ledge. Then people would 
throw huge stones down on him, which would crush him to death and 
cover up his body. 
If Jesus had been guilty of breaking an important Jewish law he could have 
been stoned to death. Instead, he was accused of starting a revolt against 
the Roman government by allowing himself to be called "King of the Jews." 
A sign with this title was placed on the cross over Jesus' head when he was 
crucified (Matt 27.37). 
 
God overcame the death of Jesus by bringing him back to life after he 
died on the cross. That's why the cross became the major symbol for God's 
power to forgive sins and give new life to people (1 Cor 1.18-24). (The 
Learning Bible) 
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2010 Leadership Ministry 
Council President: Otis Morton    Vice-president: Steve Bumgarner 

Secretary: Martha Staley   Treasurer: Jan Mitchem 
Council: Scott Bowman, Marty Coulter, Kathy Frye, Roger Frye, Frank Moxham, Howard 
Reinhardt, Lee Robinson, Barbara Sloop, and Vivian Scott. 

 
Church Council Highlights - January 9, 2010  
 
• Approved loan from Gift and Memorials to General Fund of up to 

$12,000.00 to meet January expenses. 
 
• Approved Council Officers and Roger Frye to sign checks during 2010. 

 
• Approved Bradley Scronce as Chairperson of Communication Sub-

Committee. 
 
• Approved nine month trial of an automated telephone calling system at a 

cost of $55.00 per month, to be paid for by member sponsors and Gift and 
Memorial money if needed. 

 
• Approved monthly Council meetings to be held on the fourth Thursday at 

6:00 p.m. 
 
• Approved annual fund drive by WELCA to benefit the Southern Seminary, 

to be held before Lent. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

visit us at: www.stpaulstartown.org 
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Finance Ministry 
Finance Committee Members are: Jan Mitchem/Treasurer, Howard Reinhardt, Finance co-
chair; Judy Hoke, Amanda Lowman, Martha Staley, Jerry Sweet, and Dick Walker. 

 

January 2010 Treasurer’s Report 
 

 Budgeted  Actual  Budgeted  Actual  
INCOME     
Contributions $23,288.66 $22,041.87 $23,288.66 $22,041.87 
     

MAJOR ACCOUNT AREAS    

EXPENSES     
Benevolence $2,729.17 $2,387.50 $2,729.17 $2,387.50 
Pastoral Support $7,828.83 $9,190.26 $7,828.83 $9,190.26 
Finance Ministry $83.33 $0.00 $83.33 $0.00 
Support Ministry $8,509.82 $7,357.29 $8,509.82 $7,357.29 
Property Ministry $2,650.83 $2,231.99 $2,650.83 $2,231.99 
Learning Ministry $473.75 $51.37 $473.75 $51.37 
Worship Ministry $427.07 $275.00 $427.07 $275.00 
Witness Ministry $202.49 $55.00 $202.49 $55.00 
Welcome Ministry $116.66 $0.00 $116.66 $0.00 
Youth Ministry $266.69 $45.00 $266.69 $45.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES $23,288.64 $21,593.41 $23,288.64 $21,593.41 
     

INCOME - EXPENSES  $448.46  $448.46 
January 31 Checkbook balance: $2,841.46    

     

GOOD SAMARITAN  1/1/10 Balance $1,712.20   

FUND Contributions $882.00   

 Paid out (Help given) $881.49   

 1/31/ 10    Balance $1,712.71   
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Learning Ministry 
The Learning Committee is staffed by Robin Fincannon, Linda Lutz, Linda Morton, Reba 
Reinhardt, Barbara Sloop, and Pastor Chris.  
 

Read the Bible in 90 Days Challenge 
 

“Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the 
nations what he has done.” 1 Chronicles 16:8 
 
We are 2/3’s of the way through, and by the end of March, we will 
have read the ENTIRE Bible, from Cover to Cover.  Keep up the good 
work.  Celebrate a bit with, and say a prayer of thanks. If you are a 
little behind, focus on this milestone as encouragement to catch up. 
If you don’t finish in 90 days, keep on until you do! 
 
March Reading Guides are on pages 17-19 of the newsletter. 

 
The Bible in 90 Days Reading and Study Program is going well.  It will 
conclude on Easter Weekend.  We will develop some follow-up studies to 
continue to make us more biblically literate.    
 
Pastor’s Honor Roll 
Congratulations to Joseph Duncan, Gracen Hoyle, Rachel Hoyle, Carson 
Kanipe, Faith Kanipe, Natalie Lail,  and “Kit-Kat” Stulpin for working hard 
and making the January Pastor’s Honor Roll.   They grew in their knowledge 
of Scripture and relationship with the Lord, and earned ONE POUND of 
CANDY and for their efforts. 

To make the Honor Roll, they must accumulate 90 or more points 
each month.  They earn points by:  Sunday School Attendance, Worship 
Attendance, Bible Story reading and completion of a weekly worksheet, 
memory work, and Youth Group attendance.  Pray for them and give 
thanks for their parents who help and support their efforts to Grow in the 
Lord and His Word. 
 
Confirmation Camp - St. Paul is joining a cluster with five other 
congregations for Campfirmation.  All first and second year confirmation 
students will attend a week of Camp at Camp Agape in Fuquay Varina 
during the week of June 13-18.  Parents and students will be receiving 
information this month for planning.  We will also hold a Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser in April to help offset the cost of camp. 
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Vacation Bible School 2010 
 
Directors for VBS 2010 
Sharron Scronce, Sara Scronce, and Jenny Brown have agreed to direct 
VBS 2010.  VBS will be held from Sunday, June 27th through Thursday, July 1st.  
Please put these important dates on your calendar now and plan on 
attending.   
 
Curriculum 
Robin Fincannon and Linda Morton are developing the curriculum. 
 
Learning Ministry VBS Survey results: 
18 people agreed to work in VBS 2010. 10 people agreed to help with 

 snacks. 
80% agree to serving snacks and a closing picnic instead of meals each 

 night. 
92% support the rotational model of instruction. 
46% would support an adult class. 
100% support VBS being an outreach program to the community. 
70% felt T-shirts were a worthwhile expense. 
97% felt handouts to take home were valuable for participants. 
86% felt publicity efforts had been sufficient. 
68% felt creating our own curriculum is an appropriate way to cut  
 expenses. 
32% would be willing to work on a curriculum. 
91% felt combining programs with other congregations could be 

 beneficial 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The St. Paul Confirmation groups will hold a Spaghetti 
Lunch Fundraiser on Sunday, April 18, 2010.   
Funds collected will be used to send the group to 
Campfirmation this summer. Please mark you calendars 
and plan to join us for lunch immediately following 
second service. 



 7 

That’s Amore’ 
“That’s Love” 

 
Saturday, February 21, the Fellowship Sunday School  Class hosted the 
Second Annual Valentine Dinner for a special group of singles in our church 
family. The fellowship hall was turned into an Ital ian café with red and white 
décor, candles, special favors, a crackling fire an d even an accordion. 
Guests enjoyed an Italian meal with dinner music pr ovided by Carolyn and 
Mike Sosebee. Waiters, some with real and others wi th penciled mustaches, 
served the guests. After dinner entertainment inclu ded a sing-a-long song,” 
On Top of Spaghetti”, a comical skit and the evenin g ended  with a serenade 
by a singing waiter. Thirty guests attended and wer e served by twenty-one 
members of the Fellowship Class. The evening was a special event not only 
for the guests, but also for those who served.  
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HYMN WRITER FROM SCOTLAND TO VISIT HICKORY 
 
 HICKORY — The Sacred Music Program of Lenoir-Rhyne University and 
Northminster Presbyterian Church of Hickory will sponsor a visit from Scottish 
hymn writer John Bell March 6-7. 
  His visit will include a workshop for church musicians as well as worship 
services open to the public. Events will begin on Saturday, March 6 at St. Andrew’s 
Lutheran Church, located at 629 Eighth St. NE.  This day-long seminar with Bell 
requires a $10 registration fee per person, which may be paid at the door in the 
form of cash or checks made out to Lenoir-Rhyne University. 
 Registration will be held at 9-9:45 a.m. in Newton Hall in St. Andrew’s. 
Coffee and light refreshments will be available at this time. A program on “Singing 
the Psalms” will be held at 10-11:30 a.m. in the church. There will be a break for 
lunch at the nearby Cromer Center on campus from noon to 1 p.m. Lunch is on 
your own and is not included in the registration fee. 
 The program will resume at 1:30-3 p.m. at Northminster Presbyterian 
Church, located at 3730 N. Center St., with “Teaching Congregational Song.” An 
Evening Prayer Service with John Bell and the Lenoir-Rhyne A Cappella Choir will 
follow at 4-5 p.m. This service is free and open to the public. 
 On Sunday, March 7, events resume at Northminster Presbyterian Church 
in Hickory. From 9:45 to 10:45 a.m., the program will consist of “Singing the 
Music of the Iona Community.” A worship service will be held from 11 a.m. to noon 
at Northminster, with Bell serving as the preacher. 
 Bell lives in Glasgow, Scotland, where he is an ordained minister in the 
Church of Scotland. He conducts seminars across denominations throughout the 
world. He is a hymn writer, author and broadcaster. He retains a primary passion 
for congregational song. His work has been honored by the Royal School of Church 
Music, the Hymn Society in the U.S. & Canada, and the University of Glasgow. 
 
CONTACT: Margaret Allen, Assistant Director of Marketing and Communications, 
828-328-7109, allenm@lr.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 9 

Welcome Ministry 
The Welcome Committee is chaired by Jane Bumgarner.  Those on the committee are:  
Rita Bass, Steve Bumgarner, Kristi Grimes, Judy Hoke, Gloria Lentz, Laura Lutz, Glenda 
Shook, and Linda Sweet.  
 

Wednesday Lenten Soup and Sandwich Meals 6:00 - 6:50 
Feb. 24 – Fellowship Class  
March 3 – Seekers Class  
March 10 – Martin Luther and New Beginnings Classes 
March 17- Fellowship Class 
March 24 – Seekers Class  

 
 
 

Witness Ministry 
Sharron Scronce, Chair; Helen Bowman, Eugene Lentz, Roger Frye Sharon Frye, Bradley 
Scronce, Keith Frye. 
 
Startown Senior Citizens 
The Startown Senior Citizens will meet on Monday, March 1st, at ll:30am for a 
program and lunch.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Annual Canned Food Drive for ECCCM Food Bank 
Our annual canned food drive for ECCCM will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 
17th, and run through Sunday, April, 18th.  Our goal once again is 4000 pounds.  
There will be collection points in the narthex and the Fellowship Hall.  There is great 
need in our community, so please consider this very worthwhile ministry of our 
congregation for our community.   
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Special Events and Communications Ministries 
Keith Frye, special events chair, Bradley Scronce, communications chair 
 
Pastor Chris and Theresa sponsored the Phone Tree in February, for March the 
Phone Tree is sponsored by Keith & Kathy Frye. 
 
For any member that would like to be added to the Prayer Net and receive the 
prayer requests via the phone tree may do so by contacting the church office at 
464-3853 or Bradley at 381-4037 and you will be added to the list.  You will not be 
responsible for calling anyone after receiving the prayer request.  Just Pray! 
 
As we continue to use the Phone Tree I hope that things are going well and 
everyone is receiving the information. For those that may be having problems 
here are some tips that may help you.  

• When you answer the phone just say “hello” that will let the system know to 
start playing the message. 

• If you message starts in the middle press 1 to start the message over from 
the beginning. 

• If there are any loud noises in the background it may cause some problems 
with the system playing the message. 

• If you have a pause in your outgoing message on your answering machine 
or if there is a pause between the message and the beep this may cause 
the system to start playing the message and before your machine is 
recording and you miss the first part of the message. 

 
 
Phone Tree 
To establish better communications with our members we have started to  
use a Phone Tree service.  The phone tree can be used by any Ministries or groups 
to send out information. The cost of the service is$55.00 per month. Individual 
members of the Church Council are sponsoring a month at a time. The service will 
be used for the first 9 months of 2010 to evaluate it. 
 
April Newsletter deadline 
The deadline for newsletter articles or calendar information for the March 
Newsletter is Sunday, February 28th. Email your copy to Pastor Chris and Cheryl for 
inclusion in the newsletter.  Please honor this deadline so the office staff and 
volunteers can communicate the news in a complete and timely manner.   
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Worship Ministry 
Kathy Frye, Chair, Karen Bowman, Sissy Moxham, Charlene Scott, Vivian Scott, Trish 
Scronce, Denise Sigmon, Kathy Simmons, and Nancy Walker.  We meet at 6:30 pm on the 
Second Monday of each month. If you wish to be a member and have not already been 
contacted, please see Kathy. 
 
Please note upcoming dates: 
� Mid-Week Services begin February 24th at 7pm.  (meals at 6pm) 
� Lilies and daffodils will be available to order for Easter 
� Maundy Thursday service will be held at St. Paul, 4/1 @ 7pm 
� Good Friday services will be held at New Jerusalem, 4/2 
� Easter Sunrise service will be at New Hope Moravian, 4/4 
� Easter breakfast will be at St Paul Lutheran 
� Labyrinth Retreat at Mission Campus on May 15th (new date)  

 
Read the Bible in 90 Days 
We send our congratulations and encouragement to everyone 
participating in the 90 Day Bible Reading program. Members are excited 
and discussing everything they are learning and thought they knew. The 
most important thing is that we are reaching for a goal and are not going 
to give up even if it takes us longer than 90 days to complete. Read On! 
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Youth Ministry 
The Youth Committee is chaired by Steve Morton.  The members are:  Marty Coulter, 
Adam Fincannon, Robin Fincannon, Judy Herman, Chantae Lail, Amy Morton, Amanda 
McKinney, Michelle Potter, Christine Price, Trinity Price, Robin Rudisill, and Charity Stewart.   
 
Sr. Youth Schedule (Pastor Chris – advisor) 
Date    Activities     Time                 Meeting Place 
Sunday, 3/7  Fun with the Urcinola’s  6:30 pm Fellowship Hall         
Sunday, 3/14       Fun with Dana Hawn 6:30 pm Fellowship Hall  
Sunday, 3/21       Fun with Shane McKinney 6:30 pm Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, 3/28       Fun with Pastor Chris  6:30 pm Fellowship Hall 
 
The Senior Youth Mission Trip is scheduled for the Week of July 5th-10th.  Details are 
still being worked out, so keep your eyes open for further news.   
 
 Jr. Youth (grades 5-8) –Michelle Potter, leader 
Jr. Youth-will meet Friday, March 12 from 6-8 at the church for fun & fellowship!  
Remember it's quiz night on the Books of the Old Testament! 
 
Jr. Youth will meet on Saturday, March 27th from 10-11am at Carillon for our 
service project.  
 
TLC – The Little Christians (grades 1-5)- Amy Morton, leader 
 
 
 

Agape Summer Day Camp 
For rising 1st through 5th graders 

At the Mission Campus 
July 19-23, 2010 

Cost: $125/camper 
Watch for further details 
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Congregational Beach Retreat 
 

This cold weather has many of us thinking about summer, and quite longingly, the 
beach.  The crash of waves… the hot, baking sun… the smell of salt in the air… 
laughter on the boardwalk… Yes, the beach is a great place to relax and get 
away from it all.  So, join us at the Beach, Kure Beach, this summer for 4 days of fun 
and fellowship, laughing together and relaxing together.  The dates are Thursday, 
July 15th through Sunday, July 18th.  The cost will be $115 per adult, and $45 per 
child 12 and under.  This includes your room and 5 meals… and all the fun you can 
stand!  Start planning now!  The registration form is below.   
 

“Sun, Fun, and Friendship…” 
 
What:  Fun and Fellowship 
When:  Thursday, July 15th through Sunday, July 18th   
Where: Kure Beach Lutheran Retreat Center, Kure Beach, NC 
Cost:  $115/person, includes lodging and 5 meals 
 $45/child, 14 years old and under 
Worship: Yes 
Group Activities:  Yes 
Free Time:  Lots and Lots more! 
Deposit:  ½ due by Monday, May 17th  
Balance:  due by Monday, June 21st  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Reservation Form for Kure Beach Retreat 
 
Yes, we would like to attend the Kure Beach Retreat on July 15th -18th 
Name(s):_____________________________________________ 
 
    _____________________________________________ 
 
    _____________________________________________ 
 
    _____________________________________________ 
*if under 14 years old, please identify   
Deposit is attached:  Yes_____    No_____ 
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Reading Guide for the 90 Days Program  - Using Your Bible 
 

Date Day Start End √ 
1-Mar 58 Jer 48:1 Jer 52:34  
2 59 La 1:1 Eze 12:28  
3 60 Eze 13:1 Eze 22:31  
4 61 Eze 23:1 Eze 35:15  
5 62 Eze 36:1 Eze 48:5  
6 63 Da 1:1 Da 8:27  
7-Mar 64 Da 9:1 Hos 13:16  
8 65 Hos 14:1 Am 9:15  
9 66 Ob 1:1 Nah 3:19  
10 67 Hab 1:1 Zec 10:12  
11 68 Zec 11:1 Mt 4:25  
12 69 Mt 5:1 Mt 15:39  
13 70 Mt 16:1 Mt 26:75  
14-Mar 71 Mt 27:1 Mk 9:50  
15 72 Mk 10:1 Lk 1:80  
16 73 Lk 2:1 Lk 9:62  
17 74 Lk 10:1 Lk 20:47  
18 75 Lk 21:1 Jn 5:47  
19 76 Jn 6:1 Jn 15:27  
20 77 Jn 16:1 Ac 5:42  
21-Mar 78 Ac 6:1 Ac 16:40  
22 79 Ac 17:1 Ac 28:16  
23 80 Ac 28:17 Ro 14:23  
24 81 Ro 15:1 I Co 14:40  
25 82 1 Co 15:1 Gal 3:29  
26 83 Gal 4:1 Col 4:18  
27 84 1 Th 1:1 Phm 25  
28-Mar 85 Heb 1:1 Jas 3:18  
29 86 Jas 4:1 3 Jn 15  
30 87 Jude 1 Rev 17:18  
31-Mar 88 Rev 18:1 Rev 22:21  
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Reading Guide for the 90 Days Using “Read and Learn Story Bible” 
 

Date Day Story Page √ 
1-Mar 57 The Beatitudes and Some Words of Jesus 302  

2 58 The Lord's Prayer 304  
3 59 Jesus and the Roman Solider 308  
4 60 A Storm 310  
5 61 Jesus Heals a Crippled Man 316  
6 62 Two Miracles in One Day 322  
7 63 Women Helpers 325  
8 64 A Very Important Story 335  
9 65 The Kingdom of Heaven 340  

10 66 The Woman at the Well 346  
11 67 Special Work for the Disciples … 354  
12 68 Jesus Walks on Water 359  
13 69 The Glory of Jesus 364  
14 70 The Blind Man Sees 369  
15 71 The Real Neighbor 375  
16 72 Martha and Mary 378  
17 73 Healing on the Sabbath 385  

18 74 The Lost Sheep and Two Sons 394  

19 75 Ten Men are Healed 399  

20 76 Jesus Blesses the Children and A Miracle in Jericho 406  

21 77 A Sinner is Saved 410  

22 78 At Mary's House 414  

23 79 Jesus Comes to Jerusalem 419  

24 80 Paying Taxes and the Poor Woman's Fortune 426  

25 81 Jesus the Servant 431  
26 82 The Last Supper 436  
27 83 A Dark Friday 441  
28 84 A Joyful Sunday 449  
29 85 Jesus is Alive and Jesus is Taken to Heaven 457  
30 86 The Holy Spirit 465  
31 87 A Miracle at the Beautiful Gate 470  
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Reading Guide for the 90 Days Program Using “100 Favorite Bible Stories” 
Date  Day Chapter Story Page √ 
Mar 1 58 68 Jesus Walks on the Water 143  
2 59 69 The Faith of a Canaanite Woman 145   
3 60 70 The Ten Lepers 147   
4 61 71 Jesus Blesses the Children 149   
5 62 72 The Transfiguration 151   
6 63 73 Zacchaeus 153   
7 64 74 The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin 155   
8 65 75 The Lost Son 157   
9 66 76 The Foolish Rich Man 159   
10 67 77 The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 161   
11 68 78 The Good Samaritan 163   
12 69 79 The Triumphal Entry 165   
13 70 80 The Anointing 167   
14 71 81 The Last Judgment 169   
15 72 82 The Lord's Supper 171   
16 73 83 Jesus in Gethsemane 173   
17 74 84 Jesus Is Betrayed and Arrested 175  
18 75 85 Jesus before the Sanhedrin 177  
19 76 86 Peter Disowns Jesus; Judas Dies 179  
20 77 87 Jesus before Pilate 181  
21 78 88 Jesus is Crucified 183  
22 79 89 Jesus Dies and Is Buried 185  
23 80 90 The Resurrection of Christ 187  
24 81 91 First Appearances of the Risen Lord 189  
25 82 92 Christ Appears to His Disciples] 191   
26 83 93 The Ascension 193   
27 84 94 The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 195   
28 85 95 The Crippled Beggar Is Healed 197   
29 86 96 Stephen 199  
30 87 97 Philip and the Ethiopian 201  
31 88 98 Saul's Conversion 203  

 


